
Tikkun Olam Meeting 
Zoom Meeting 

Sunday, October 11, 2020, 10:45 am 
 

Attendees: Holly Singer, Helene Molter, Linda Feldstein, Eric Sheffield, Fran Lichtenstein, Wendy Lipka, 

Beth Lichtman, Betsy Ie, Mindy Shedler, Cantor Stuart Binder 

 

Cantor presented the D’var Torah about the circle of life that is the study of Torah and who’s idea was it 

to have all the big holidays in 5 weeks? At the beginning of the year we have Sukkot leading into Simchat 

Torah and celebrate the joy of study of Torah.  At Passover (the other 7-day festival) and count 7 weeks 

of 7 days to Shavuot, celebrating the giving of the Torah.  

Committee Changes  

Cantor is now Staff Liaison for Tikkun Olam Committee. He will help with contact to staff, calendar, and 

access information for the building during COVID. 

Ellin Glassband has stepped down as Committee Chairperson to pursue other important interests. We 

wish her well. Holly Singer and Helene Molter are now co-chairing the committee. 

The summer was busy for a time even though the committee was not meeting. HomeFront was 

incredibly appreciative of the meals provided for their pop- up camp, sneaker drive and Back to School 

supplies drive. 

Programs for Fall and School Year 

Holly will continue to use Sign-up Genius for any programs. We have 170 people on Sign-up Genius for 

Tikkun Olam. 

Meals 

HomeFront is in a triage mode to address the persistent food insecurities and hunger facing their clients, 

many of whom are living in motels. Our current plan is to help twice a month on Wednesdays for 

approximately 20 kids, mainly for the tutoring program and others in need at motels.  They would like 

hot meals, but with COVID limitations for access to the Beth Chaim kitchen, we will do bagged meals.  

Holly has been collecting the food at her house in the summer. 

Wendy Lipka will find out if there is still a program to purchase meals from local restaurants to be 

delivered to HomeFront so they can have hot meals. We can have people pay for those meals. 

After October 14, next meal scheduled is Wednesday, October 28, which will be bagged lunch/dinner.  

Sign Up Genius message to go out a week in advance to feed 20 kids. We will see if we can provide hot 

meals in November. 

Tutors 

Wendy shared that HomeFront is requesting tutors. They have need on Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm. 

Kids range from 6 – 7 years old to High School students (i.e. all grades). Most tutoring is virtual although 

some students are transported to Lawrence Community Center for internet connectivity.  They are 



working 2 tutors per student for safety with Google Classroom. Spanish language expertise is 

needed/helpful.  Must be 16+ for virtual tutors or 18+ for in person tutors.  Wendy will provide a blurb 

with contact info.  Eric will provide info at upcoming Men’s Club meeting or blast it to their membership 

to find volunteers. 

JFCS Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Fran reported that donations are down and need is up. JFCS happy to hear that we are planning on 

holding this food drive. Fran will provide food list to Holly to send over Sign-Up Genius. Cantor 

confirming that we can use the Beth Chaim Lobby for food drop off and confirm office hours for 

dropping gift cards to ShopRite. Collection dates November 1 through 15.  

JFCS LIGHTS -Love Is Getting Hannukah Toys to Share 

Fran is managing this program again this year. Gift card drive for Chanukah.  Suggest local stores or 

Amazon gift cards.  JFCS requests that they receive cards by December 1.  Plan is to run the LIGHTS 

program a week before Thanksgiving through end of November.  Eric asked to get flyer for Men’s Club 

lunch in 2 weeks.  Also suggested that people can mail the gift cards to temple office if they don’t want 

to drop off. 

Upcoming programs: 

Knitting for a Cause - January 

Spring Diaper Drive - February 

Possible evening hours food packing at JFCS.  Eric and Betsy will find out more. Small space so limited 

number of volunteers can work together.  Potential for families or B’nai Mitzvah volunteering. 

Other news: 

Betsy shared that Stephanie Chorney, past Tikkun Olam co-chair passed away after a battle with breast 

cancer.  

Upcoming meetings at 10:45 am 

November 22 

December 13 

 

Minutes submitted by Helene Molter 

 

 

 

 

 


