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Let your house be a house of meeting for the sages. 
Pirke Avot 1:4

Join us every Saturday morning at 8:45am 
for Shabbat Torah study. Engage in a  
lively discussion of the weekly portion.  
No knowledge of Hebrew necessary;  
new members are always welcome.

NEW THIS SUMMER

Family Torah Talk…emailed to all  
Religious School families every Friday 
morning in June, July and August. This 
sheet will contain discussion questions 
about the weekly portion as well as  
ideas for family activities.



Adult Classes 2020

Hidden In Plain Sight 
Cantor Stuart Binder
Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17
Noon – 1:00pm
Is it possible that the texts our scholars poured over for 
thousands of years can still have secrets to reveal?  
Believe it or not, recent scholarship has cast some new  
light on some of our favorite and most familiar bible stories. 
Come and learn something new - from something old!

Unorthodox – A Discussion of the Netflix Series
Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE
Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15
Noon – 1:00pm
Join us for a discussion of the issues raised by the Netflix 
series, Unorthodox (loosely based on the book of the same 
name by Deborah Feldman). We will focus on scenes from 
the series as we discuss the complicated issues of identity 
and belonging and the journey to find ourselves.

Mishnah Taanit: Why We Fast
Rabbi Adena Blum
Wednesdays, August 5, 12, 19
Noon – 1:00pm
Fasting has always been a feature of Western religion.  
Join Rabbi Adena Blum for an exploration of early Jewish  
traditions around this spiritual practice in response to the 
harsh realities of the ancient world. Why our ancestors  
fasted may instruct how we respond to that which is out  
of our control.



 

Beth Chaim Summer Reading Series 2020 

 

June 25, 2020 
 

Sink or swim. Or at least that’s 
what Annette Feldman tells 
herself when she books a cruise 
for her entire family. It’s been 
over a decade since the Feldman 
clan has spent more than twenty-
four hours under the same roof, 
but Annette is determined to 
celebrate her seventieth birthday 
the right way. Just this once, they 
are going to behave like an 
actual family.  
 
Too bad her kids didn’t get the 
memo.  
 

 

July 23, 2020 
 

In 1970, three-day-old Marra B. 
Gad was adopted by a white 
Jewish family in Chicago. For her 
parents, it was love at first 
sight—but they quickly realized 
the world wasn’t ready for a 
family like theirs. Even in her own 
extended family, racism bubbled 
to the surface. The Color of Love 
explores the idea of yerusha, 
which means "inheritance" in 
Yiddish. At turns heart-wrenching 
and heartwarming, this is a story 
about what you inherit from your 
family. 

 
 

 

August 27, 2020 
 

What makes us who we are? 
What combination of memory, 
history, biology, experience, and 
that ineffable thing called the soul 
defines us? Inheritance is a book 
about secrets–secrets within 
families, kept out of shame or 
self-protectiveness; secrets we 
keep from one another in the 
name of love. It is a book about 
the extraordinary moment we live 
in–a moment in which science 
and technology have outpaced 
not only medical ethics but also 
the capacities of the human heart  
to contend with the consequences 
of what we discover. 

All programs begin at 12:30pm;  
please check the Beth Chaim website, www.bethchaim.org for links or locations.  



   Summer Services at Congregation Beth Chaim begin at 7:30pm.

July 3 Rock Shabbat
 Begin with summer with a Rock Shabbat service as we offer special 

blessings for our country on Erev Independence Day.

July 10 Summer Shabbat Service
 Summer has officially begun! 

July 17 Shabbat in the Round

July 24 Shabbat Under the Stars 
 Bring your device outside, log in and enjoy worshipping in the natural world.

July 31 Shabbat Service with Wine and Cheese Pre-Neg at 6:45pm
 Join us at 6:45pm for wine and cheese – or whatever you choose to bring 

with you – before the service. Log-in early and spend time in community 
before we welcome Shabbat.

August 7 Rock Shabbat 
 Bring those you love to welcome Shabbat with you as we celebrate Tu B’Av, 

the Israeli Valentine’s Day. 

August 14 Shabbat Under the Stars 
 Bring your device outside, log in and enjoy worshipping in the natural world.

August 21 Shabbat
 This Shabbat begins the month of Elul. It is traditional to blow the shofar 

each day during Elul to help us begin our preparation for the High Holy 
Days.

Aug 28 Shabbat
 Celebrate the end of summer with an ice cream oneg following the service.


