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What’s Inside

In case of pastoral 
emergency, please  
call (917) 828-2270  
so our clergy team 

may assist you.

Nearly twenty years ago, I was blessed by the opportunity to return to my home synagogue, 
Temple Shalom in Aberdeen, to honor my rabbi who was retiring. Three of his students were 
on the bema that night to honor Rabbi Henry Weiner. Each of us was ordained as a rabbi 
during his tenure. Rabbi Weiner told the following story that night: 

A rabbi was nearing retirement and wanted to teach his students an important lesson. 
To do so, the teacher directed each of them to go out into the forest and select one twig 
and bring it to him. 

When they returned, he asked the eldest student to take his twig and to break it in half. 
The stick snapped with great ease. The rabbi then gestured for the second student to do 
the same. It broke in two with very little effort. The third student also was asked to sever 
his stick, and he completed the task in an instant.

The three students were asked to return to the forest to find a second twig that was the 
same width and length as the first. When they returned the sage took a piece of thread 
and bound the three twigs together. He then handed the small bundle to the first student 
and asked him to break it in half. The student tried but could not snap the twigs. Neither 
could the other two students. This time, the sticks remained intact.

The story is a terrific illustration for those of us who cherish synagogue life. Remember that 
our Jewish identity burns brightest when it is fueled by being a part of a sacred community 
with people who are there for one another in moments of need and times of celebration. 

The blessing of acceptance in the world around us has lulled many Jews into forgetting that 
we are a precious few and that we cannot afford to allow ourselves to become fragmented. 
We need to bind ourselves together and build bridges that connect us one to the other. Beth 
Chaim needs you at this critical juncture in its history and, I hope you will agree, you need 
Beth Chaim! Remember--strength comes from unity!

It has been a privilege, honor and joy to spend a year and a half getting to know many of  
you and to be part of Beth Chaim's nearly 50-year journey for a moment in time. You 
are blessed to have talented and passionate professionals -- Rabbi Blum, Cantor Binder,  
Ann Berman-Waldorf and Mira Berzofsky -- an amazing faculty and staff, and dedicated and 
skilled lay leaders, to insure that CBC will remain a shining light to the greater Windsors 
community. Yes, there will be challenges along the way, especially as we move towards a 
post-Coronavirus new reality, and yet I am convinced that your stellar leadership team will 
insure a bright tomorrow.

Thank you for welcoming our family into your lives. Naomi, Joshua, Ari, Benjamin and I join 
together in wishing you and your loved ones good health and blessing in the months and 
years to come.

L’shalom, 
Rabbi Brian K. Beal

rabbibeal@bethchaim.orgRabbi Brian Beal

It Has Been a Privilege



Page 2 www.bethchaim.org

When I arrived at Congregation Beth Chaim as its  
newest rabbi six years ago, I was filled with excitement, 
uncertainty, and an eagerness to learn. Excitement at 
returning to the Jewish community of my youth, at meet-
ing new people, and at being welcomed into a synagogue 
striving to make meaning and find sacred purpose in its 
members’ lives. Uncertainty about how my family and  
I would fit in or what I would be able to accomplish  
during my tenure at CBC. And an eagerness to learn 
as much as I could about our community’s culture and 
about the kind of rabbi I wanted to be.

Now, as I take the mantle of senior rabbi at Congregation 
Beth Chaim, I am filled with similar emotions. Excitement 
at the potential inherent in our community abounding 
with caring and dedicated congregants. Uncertainty  
due to Covid-19 and the demographic changes in our 
area. And an eagerness to lean into my new role and 
responsibilities. 

I have been preparing for this moment for many  
months. I have been looking and listening, envisioning 
and planning, weighing both the challenges and the 
opportunities before us. While we have missed coming 
together in person because of the pandemic, we are  
seeing more people attend worship services and classes 
via Zoom than before. As I meet with congregants to 
share my vision of the future and hear how Beth Chaim 
has powerfully shaped our members’ past and present, 
I see how our synagogue has been a spiritual home 
to people of all backgrounds. We are a dynamic and  

diverse community, and I am ready to be your senior 
rabbi. I am also incredibly grateful to each and every 
one of you who has invested in me, guided me, and  
supported me throughout my time at CBC. This includes 
both Rabbi Wisnia and Rabbi Beal, as well as the team  
of dedicated staff whom I have had the honor of guiding 
in recent months. I would not be able to lead Beth Chaim 
without all of you. 

Two thousand years ago, Hillel the Elder taught: “Do not 
separate yourself from the community” (Pirkei Avot 2:4). 
This Rabbi of antiquity lived in a chaotic and uncertain 
world with many similarities to our own time. The Jewish 
community was at the mercy of strong and threatening 
external forces. It was also fraught with internal divisions,  
both religious and political. Hillel understood the power 
of coming together as a community, and he urged the 
Jewish people to maintain their communal ties. His  
message resonates with us as well. 

Let us come together to learn about all that Jewish  
tradition has to offer. Let us come together in our shared 
search for meaning and inspiration. And let us come 
together to engage in Jewish life—actively, innovatively, 
passionately, and deeply. We need each other now more 
than ever. Join me in keeping Congregation Beth Chaim 
strong and secure.

Thank you for your trust, 
Rabbi Adena Blum

rabbiblum@bethchaim.orgRabbi Adena Blum

A Message from Your New Senior Rabbi

Saturday Mornings, 
July 11 and August 15

9:30am

Wear your jammies and celebrate 
Shabbat with joy – with song, stories 
and dance. Join Rabbi Adena Blum  
and Cantor Stuart Binder for a ½ hour 
of family Shabbat merriment.

Please check the website for zoom link.
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Ken Pogrob president@bethchaim.orgPresident

A Farewell to the Presidency
This is my last newsletter column as your Congregational 
President. After 15 years (only kidding), it’s time to pass 
the baton. Actually, it was 2 years and 7 months, longer  
than our regular term but shorter than the term of  
the US president. I can’t sit here and say it was an 
uneventful presidency. When I became president on 
December 8, 2017 (a day that happens to be my anniver-
sary), I inherited an Executive Director Search, and Rabbi 
Wisnia had announced his retirement. Along the way,  
we had triumph and tragedy. We hired Orly Klugman 
as our Executive Director, who ended up relocating to 
Wisconsin to be closer to her family, and we bid a grand 
farewell to Rabbi Wisnia at with several events and guest 
appearances culminating with a gala celebration in his 
honor. I ended up overseeing two Rabbinical searches, 
one that resulted in Rabbi Beal becoming our interim 
senior Rabbi (his and my terms end on the same day), and 
the other resulted in Rabbi Blum becoming our settled 
senior Rabbi effective July 1, 2020. I oversaw another 
search for an Executive Director, which resulted in the  
hiring of Mira Berzofsky, who joined us just in time for 
a pandemic and has done a terrific job amidst a lot  
of chaos.

Rabbi Beal has been an ideal interim Rabbi. He knew 
when he was hired that he would be walking away from 
Beth Chaim on June 30, 2020, but that didn’t stop him 
from treating Beth Chaim as his home and going out of 
his way to meet as many congregants as he could. He 
put his own touch on services and worked seamlessly in  
partnership with Rabbi Blum and Cantor Binder. His 
excellent organizational skills enabled our clergy, staff 
and Board to get to another level. His skills at transi- 
tioning congregations have ensured that Rabbi Blum 
will be ready to go on July 1. His entire family, his wife,  
Naomi, and his three sons Joshua, Ari and Benjamin, often 
attended services and other Temple events even though 
they lived over an hour away. We will miss everything 
Rabbi Beal has brought to us over the past 17 months. 

Our settled Rabbi Search Committee worked indepen-
dently to come to the same conclusions as the Board did 
when Rabbi Blum was initially hired. Rabbi Blum’s grace 
and poise won over the Board when she was hired as  
our Assistant Rabbi six years ago. Under the tutelage of 
Rabbi Wisnia and Rabbi Beal, we have watched her grow 
exponentially as a person and a Rabbi. Both of her boys, 
Jonah and Ari, were born while she was at Beth Chaim, 

and her husband Sean is a constant presence at Beth 
Chaim. It’s been a privilege to work in Sacred Partnership 
with Rabbi Blum, and I look forward to her leading the 
Congregation for many years to come. 

I’d be remiss if I didn’t thank all of the staff and clergy, 
especially Cantor Binder and Anne Berman-Waldorf for 
everything that they have done for our community over 
the past several decades and for all that they continue  
to do. 

Unfortunately, tragedy did hit our community during my 
presidency. We were deeply affected by the tragic 2018 
shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Several 
of our congregants are from Pittsburgh and specifically 
the Squirrel Hill neighborhood where the synagogue is 
located. This was followed by a shooting in The Poway 
Synagogue in San Diego. In June 2019, there was a  
terrorist attack at a mosque in New Zealand, and Beth 
Chaim joined with our Muslim brothers and sisters at the 
local mosque to show our solidarity with their commu-
nity, returning the favor when leaders of multiple faiths 
joined us after the Pittsburgh shootings. All of these were 
senseless events, but the entire community, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, came together to show how strong we are. 

There were several local tragedies that hit us the hard-
est. A college student who became a bat mitzvah on our 
bimah was killed just because she was in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. Then we lost our congregant, Board 
member and friend, Jean Withers, about a year ago. Jean 
cared so deeply about Beth Chaim. I selected her to chair 
the Interim Rabbi Search Committee, knowing she was 
the perfect person for the job. She was uncertain at first 
as the role usually goes to a former president, but she 
embraced it, gained the respect of her fellow committee 
members, and did a great job. She always reached out to 
me to let me know what was on her mind or the minds 
of congregants, but she did so in a soft, wonderful way. 
Jean, you are deeply missed. Lastly, our community was 
affected by the sudden passing of Rabbi Adam Feldman 
of the Jewish Center of Princeton. Together we have 
mourned and sought comfort.

We thought the last few months would be a smooth 
transition to a new Senior Rabbi and new Congregational 
President, but COVID-19 had other ideas. If you thought 

 
Continued on next page
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A Farewell (continued) President

A Message From Your New  
President
I am deeply honored to have been nominated to serve  
as the next president of Congregation Beth Chaim, at 
both an exciting and challenging time for us.

I have been a member here for about 20 years. I’ve 
served on the Board in different capacities and served as 
Transition Committee chair for the past two years. We’ve 
seen a lot of change during that time - Rabbi Wisnia 
retired, Rabbi Beal joined our congregation, and Rabbi 
Blum assumed more and more responsibilities to prepare 
for her new role as our next Senior Rabbi.

Throughout the transition period, our congregants voiced 
their ideas and hopes for our future. I am so impressed  
by our Beth Chaim members. Our congregational family  
includes dedicated volunteers, enthusiastic adult and 
youth learners, generous donors, and an increasing  
number of congregants who share the Sabbath together 
during our now virtual services. We are a passionate  
congregation, with a strong sense of community.

As I write this, we are currently still in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which creates challenges for us as 
our building is closed. I hope that you and your family 
have remained healthy and well. I also hope that by the 
time you read this, we will soon be able to gather again 
in person.

But even with this pandemic, we have much to look 
forward to in the new year, including Rabbi Blum’s 
Installation this fall. A weekend of events is planned, and 
we look forward to seeing you there! Our calendar will 
be full of social activities and opportunities for learning.  
And the High Holy Days will be here before we know it.

Our clergy, staff, and lay leaders work tirelessly to make 
Congregation Beth Chaim a place to make you feel at 
home. I am grateful to all of them and blessed to work  
in sacred partnership with them. 

In the year ahead, I will work hard to engage our  
members, maintain the synagogue's financial health, 
and create an environment that encourages innova-
tive thinking and actions. My hope is that all of our  
congregants grow even more connected to Beth Chaim.  
I’m excited to take the journey together with you.

L’shalom 
Rhonda Schaffler-Wydra

we were busy before, the pandemic changed everything. 
We had to improvise and plan activities, services, children 
and adult education and pre-school without doing what 
we do best: greeting each other in the building. Zoom 
quickly became our best friend, and services are now 
attended by more people than when we were physically 
able to be in the building. Our clergy, staff, Board and 
committees have worked tirelessly, with meetings nearly 
every day of the week, so that we can provide continuous 
programming. The Congregational Passover Seder was 
a huge hit, and we look forward to providing more and 
more activities for our community.

I am turning the presidential reins to Rhonda Schaffler-
Wydra, a well-qualified candidate to lead the Board  
and congregation. Rhonda led our Transition Committee,  
met and spoke with many of you, and through these  
conversations, the town halls, and surveys, she has a  
great understanding of what your hopes and dreams 
are for our community. I will be working very closely  
with Rhonda to ensure that the progress we have  
made over the past few years continues and is even 
improved upon.

I want to thank the Board, clergy and staff for their  
support though these times, especially when I was out 
with back surgery last fall. I will remember your kind-
ness forever and appreciated all the get-well calls, visits  
and cards

Sincerely, 
Ken Pogrob 
Congregation Beth Chaim 
President

Greetings from New Executive 
Director, Mira Berzofsky
The short time since I began my 
role at CBC has been interesting to 
say the least. In order to leave room 
for our Rabbis and Presidents, I will 
write a piece for our next email 
Update. 

I look forward to getting to know 
all of you, online and in person.
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Lifelong Education

Let’s Make these Two Months Count

As I’m writing this article, we are just beginning Bamidbar, 
the book of Numbers, the fourth in our Torah. This book, 
a census of the Jewish people, takes place in the wilder-
ness. Literally, the wilderness, as our ancestors continue 
their journey from Egypt to Israel; and, on a metaphoric 
level, as they walk the unknown path from slavery to 
freedom.

As many of you know – I believe in signs. And this is a 
sign. How fitting to read about a time when our ancestors 
were lost as we sit and grapple with the unfamiliar situ-
ations in which we find ourselves – working from home, 
school on zoom, face masks and social distancing. None 
of us answered those when asked five years ago, “What 
do you see yourself doing in 2020!”

And, as you’re reading this article, the Torah narrative 
has progresed. The Israelites become increasingly aware 
that they are closer to the Promised Land. The wandering 
takes on elements of familiarity; I imagine that the same 
people were always at the head of the line. By this point 
in the journey, our ancestors knew whom to turn to for 
advice and whom to ask for comfort or food.  And so, too, 
with us…our upturned lives have become a bit more rou-
tine, the leaves have opened and the flowers blossomed; 
the days are getting hotter and the sun shines later each 
night. Our world is beginning to open, new strides are 
made each days as doctors and scientists learn more and 
more.

Part of what makes us – and our ancestors – feel comfort-
able in uncomfortable situations is ritual. Those actions 
that we repeat day after day or week after week which 
lend meaning to our lives. Judaism provides us with many 
opportunities for rituals that lend not only structure but 
also meaning to our lives. Shabbat each week, a time to 
rest and reflect. Moments of blessing to acknowledge 
the gifts in our lives and fixed times for study and prayer, 
times to grow our minds and nourish our spirit. Now, 
when the rest of our world can feel so unpredictable, 
these moments are more important than ever.

Summer, usually the time when we all go off our separate 
ways; children to camp; families on vacation in far away 
places – this summer will be different. This summer, our 
journeys will be closer to home; our days different with-
out the usual activities which fill our time. This summer, 
our community will be more important than ever.

Beth Chaim is doing things a bit differently this summer. 
We will be offering activities for adults, for families and for 
children. Activities designed to continue the high level of 
learning and laughing that happen all year.

For adults – please see the Adult Summer Brochure con-
tained in this newsletter. We have classes, Torah study and 
book clubs each month.

For families and children – we’re trying something new – 
lots of things new! We will have…

•	 Conversational	 Hebrew	 –	 chat	with	 an	 Israeli	
to learn Hebrew words

•	 Hebrew	Reading	Refresher	–	studnets	will	sign	
up in small groups for Hebrew practice

•	 On-line	scavenger	hunt	for	families

•	 Mitzva	Mania-thon

•	 Weekly	Torah	Talk	(emailed	home	each	Friday	
morning)

•	 Family	Havdalah	

•	 Boker	Tov	(Good	Morning)	Tot	Shabbat

•	 Hikes	and	Blessings	–	a	guide	to	being	outside	
and offering gratitude

•	 Jewish	Art	and	Family	Self-Portraits

•	 Virtual	Travel

•	 Lego	Challenges

•	 Partnering	 with	 Jewish	 summers	 camps	 to	
provide joint activities

•	 …and	the	list	goes	on.

Each month (June, July and August), you will receive an 
email in your in-box with a listing of all the activities and 
how to sign up for those that appeal to your family. I am 
most excited to share that many of these programs will 
be run with the assistance of teen volunteers from our 
congregation.

Tradition tells us that the Jews wandered in the desert 
for 40 years; forty summers of Jewish living, learning and 
growing, moving ever closer to the Promised Land. Join 
us this summer and, in the spirit of our ancestors, use this 
time – and our programming – to move your Jewish life in 
the forward direction and together, as a community, we 
will join together to create a vibrant Jewish future.

Why is This Summer Different From All Others?

Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE educator@bethchaim.org
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Mindy Lipman Sisterhood@bethchaim.org

Our congregation and the world around us are going 
through challenging times. While we are in unprec-
edented territory, I am impressed by the resilience of our 
community. Beth Chaim congregants and constituents 
continue to remain actively engaged with the help of 
modern technology and the guidance of our temple 
leadership.

I am grateful we live in a time when we can connect in 
many ways while remaining apart by necessity. Now 
more than ever, we need to maintain our connections. 
Phone calls, emails, texts, video chats, even snail mail 
are crucial to keeping in touch. We need to maintain our 
community in order for its individuals to remain strong. 
We should appreciate each other more than ever in these 

challenging times. Thank our neighbors for looking out 
for us, thank those in our households for daily kindnesses, 
help our friends who need support.

With a focus on gratitude, I would like to thank the 
Sisterhood Board for their hard work and support of 
one another over the past year. Their dedication to Beth 
Chaim has made a real positive difference.

With a focus forward, hopefully we will all have the oppor-
tunity before too long to, once again, gather in person as 
a community for prayer, learning and fun.

Without community, we are alone. While we are apart, we 
can count on our community.

Like many of you, I really enjoyed the documentary 
on ESPN the last few weeks regarding Michael Jordan.  
As a Knicks fan, I always had a tremendous love-hate-
love relationship with Jordan. It was unquestionable that 
he was the most talented player on the Court. There are 
many natural talents in the world, but what separated  
Jordan from, well, everyone is that he was a tireless  
worker and competitor. More importantly, he knew he 
could not win 6-Championships alone. He needed the 
support of his Coaches and teammates. 

This month is my last month as Men’s Club President. Over 
the past eight-years, I have served two-terms as President, 
and two-terms as Vice-President, assisting Joe Fontak 
and Jake Feldman. Before my first breakfast as President, 
I remember being very nervous to start the breakfast. In 
talking with one of the former Presidents of the group, he 
asked me why I was so nervous. I told him that I thought 
being President of Men’s Club was a very big deal, and I 
still feel that way.

Thank you to all of the “Manly Men” of the Beth Chaim 
Men’s Club. I have been so lucky to have the support, 
counsel, and encouragement of so many. This has always 
been your club, and I have been honored to steward  
the group through some really interesting times,  
including our current concerns. Putting on a good 
show and representing your interests at the Temple’s  

Executive Committee meetings have always been my  
primary motivation. 

When you have a moment, think of all we have accom-
plished together. Our breakfasts have run the gamut of 
speakers from stand-up comics, sports reporters, activists, 
historians, scientists, artists, authors, and many more. Our 
Purim Carnival has created positive Jewish memories for 
hundreds of children and their families. Together, we have 
made significant contributions to Temple both financially, 
and through our labor. We have been fortunate to have a 
tremendous scholarship program, that has transformed 
from a mere essay competition to an experience where 
we really can get to know the younger members of our 
community. I am so proud that we agreed this year to 
open our scholarship to all eligible students, regardless of 
gender or sexual orientation. 

As Men’s Club President, I never thought of myself as 
Michael Jordan. I always considered myself more the  
Steve Kerr of the group - the guy who could pass the 
ball really well, and occasionally hit a clutch three-point 
shot out of nowhere. Working together, through some 
challenging times, it really is the membership of the 
Beth Chaim Men’s Club that should be considered the  
“Greatest	 of	 All	 Time.”	 I	 confidently	 pass	 the	 ball	 to	 
Norm	Goldschmidt,	and	I	look	forward	to	seeing	how	this	
group continues to grow and succeed. 

Sisterhood

Men's Club Todd Wachtel President@bethchaimmensclub.org

Grateful for Community

The Last Dance
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Todd Wachtel

On behalf for Tikkun Olam, huge thank you to the many 
congregants who participated in our HomeFront Urgent 
Needs collection in. The response to our online sign-up 
was incredible! We delivered 2 large carloads with  
diapers, formula, wipes, cereal, shelf-stable powdered 
and liquid milk, non-perishable protein foods and other 
canned and packaged food items. HomeFront’s staff 
expressed enormous gratitude to Beth Chaim as the 
food pantry demand has recently grown at an alarming  
rate with many residents in need of this lifeline. In 
late June, we expect to resume providing lunches for 
HomeFront’s summer camp lunches. Please stay tuned 
for specifics. 

 
Congregants Holly Singer 
and Kolker family (Susan, 
Nick and Grace) delivering 
urgently needed foods and 
supplies to HomeFront.

Tikkun Olam

One Mitzvah at a Time
HomeFront
Feed hungry children in summer programming at 
HomeFront by providing food, assembling lunches, or 
delivering meals. For more information, contact Holly 
Singer Eland at singereland@gmail.com for more info.

HomeFront is also looking for tutors for their participants. 
If you are interested in volunteering, contact Wendy Lipka 
at wendy.lipka@gmail.com.

Back-to-School Backpack Drive
Help send area children back to school 
outfitted for success with new clothes and 
supplies. For more information, contact  
Ellin	Glassband	at	eglassband@gmail.com.

Meals on Wheels of Mercer County
Help homebound and elderly residents to maintain  
their independence, health and well-being through  
delivery of a meal Monday through Friday by volunteers in 
Mercer County. Individuals with mid-day availability can 
volunteer to deliver meals and provide daily contact to the 
homebound and elderly. For more information regarding  
the Meals on Wheels program or to volunteer, contact 
Meals on Wheels of Mercer County at (609) 695-3483 or visit  
www.mowte.org.

Reopening Task Force

Temple Reopening
As we are reminded in a recent publication by the 
Union of Reform Judaism, regarding the idea of Pikuach 
Nefesh, “Saving human life is Judaism’s highest mitzvah, 
superseding even the commandment’s concerning the 
observance of Shabbat. According to tradition, it was 
permissible to interrupt the ancient Temple, when neces-
sary to save a life.” Our religious and personal lives have 
been interrupted in ways we never could have predicted. 
We very much hope that you and your family are safe, 
and healthy. The Clergy, Education Staff and Board hope 
that Beth Chaim has provided you with comfort and sup-
port through our weeks of wandering through a virtual 
desert.

The simple question on everyone’s mind is the same: 
when will the building reopen? The simple answer: we do 
not know. We have formed a Task Force of experienced 
Temple leaders, medical professionals, business leaders, 
that will work with the Clergy and advise the Board about 
the best practices it will take to reopen Beth Chaim in a 
way that will be safe for everyone. Already, an engaged 
group of parents are working with the Education staff 
to talk about how the Pre-School and Religious School 
will operate. We will be guided by the State and Federal 
Government,	 and	 the	 Centers	 for	 Disease	 Control.	 We	
will also be guided by Union of Reform Judaism, who are 
already hard at work, and providing us with materials to 
think about how to reopen the building while taking into 
consideration Jewish values. 

These are not easy times, and we have a lot of hard  
questions to answer in the coming weeks. Beth Chaim 
may not look the same when it reopens, but our goal is 
to make it feel the same in your heart. As Chairperson of 
the Reopening Task Force, feel free to reach out to me 
at wachtel@njlawyers.com if you have any questions,  
concerns, or suggestions. My ‘virtual door’ is always open, 
and I look forward to having more information for you 
soon.
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Mazel Tov to Our Upcoming B’nei Mitvah

Nathan Nydick
Parents:  Suzanne & Scott Nydick
Siblings: Gabriel and Skylar
Being Jewish to me, means  
carrying on traditions with  
my family.
B’nei Mitzvah: August 22, 2020

Evan Knepper
Parents: Leslie Kraham and  
         Adam Knepper 
Sibling:  Benjamin
Beth Chaim is special to me 
because it has been a big part 
of my life for as long as I can 
remember. I started coming 
regularly when my brother,  

Benjamin, attended Bagels & Blocks. When I turned 3,  
I started Bagels & Blocks, and have been attending  
Religious School ever since. I also went to Beth Chaim 
Pre-School, and a lot of my good friends, I met there 
and in Religious School. I always really liked Rabbi 
Wisnia, who I used to call “the silly Rabbi” when I was 
little and now, I look forward to my Bar Mitzvah and 
celebrating future milestones with Rabbi Blum and 
Cantor Binder.
B’nei Mitzvah: July 11, 2020

Sarah Pennock
Parents:  Lauren Kriegel and  
 David Pennock
Sibling: Ashley 
Beth Chaim is special because it 
helped me make new friends that 
I can relate to being Jewish. It’s 
also special because it helped me 
learn about my history as a Jew.
B'nei Mitzvah: July 4, 2020

Madeline Makarowitz
Parents:  Elissa and Jonathan  
     Makarowitz
Sibling:  Kayla
Beth Chaim is special to me  
because it’s like a second home. 
Everyone here is family and we 
all embrace each other in open 
arms. I also love all the singing 

and dancing we do here. It’s all so fun and it makes 
me as well as other kids want to come here. I hear 
others at my middle school groaning and moan-
ing because they have to go to CCD or some other  
religious activity. Whereas I am excited to attend  
Hebrew High School every Wednesday, and not just 
because of the pizza!
I have been at Beth Chaim for as long as I can remem-
ber. My first time here I was a baby when I went to 
Toddler and Me with my mom and sister. Then I went 
to preschool, camp, Bagels and Blocks and Hebrew 
School. Now I love to be able to be a Toranit for the 
little kids on Sundays. It’s something I look forward 
to every week. I will also continue to grow here as I 
become a Bat Mitzvah. So, Beth Chaim is special to me 
because we are all a family.
B'nei Mitzvah Date: August 15, 2020

Sami Feldman
Parents:  Lauren and Jake  
  Feldman
Sibling:  Hannah
My Torah portion is a family  
tradition, read by my grandfather, 
my mother, and my sister when 
they became B'nei Mitzvah. I will 
continue this tradition.
B’nei Mitzvah Date: August 29, 2020
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The Gates of Learning are WIDE OPEN at Beth Chaim… 

Summer Program for Religious School Families! 
 

15 Week Family Scavenger Hunt 
around the themes of the Nissim 

Prayer, the blessings for daily 
Miracles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitzvah Mania – compete against 
other families while making the 

world a better place! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch your email and sign up for a summer of Jewish living and learning! 
Questions – contact Anne Berman-Waldorf, educator@bethchaim.org 

Torah Talk  
sheet emailed 

Friday mornings! 

Monthly Themes: 
  June  Connecting the Dots 
  
  July  Vacation Time 
   
  August Building for the New Year 

Each month will feature activities for families to 
use to bring them closer to each other and to 

Jewish learning and living. 

 

3 Family Havdalah Celebrations 

June 13 Family Havdalah and Jewish Game Night 

July 11 Family Havdalah and Movie Night 

August 15 Family Havdalah and a Night of Stories around the Campfire 
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Be a Teen  
Volunteer!

At Beth Chaim this Summer!
Religious School may be over – but Jewish learning is continuing all 

summer at Beth Chaim with special programs for families and children.
AND we are calling on our teens (ages 13 and up!) to help with this!

Interested teens will work with Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE (Director of Lifelong 
Education) in creating and implenting programs and activities. Teens should 
check off those things in which they are interested:

___ Leading a (virtual) Jewish Cooking Class 
___ Teaching a Jewish craft on line
___ Jewish Lego Building Project
___ Working on an on-line Drama program 
___ Leading discussion groups on Jewish topics
___ Providing Hebrew Reading Help
___ Assisting with our Book Club programming
___ Create and lead on-line games for children and families
___ Interview and record stories from Beth Chaim’s founding members
___ Provide Tech support to temple programming
___ Other ideas you may have….

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________

Phone number: ______________________________

Please return your form to Anne Berman-Waldorf (educator@bethchaim.org).
Community Service hours will be credited.



Page 11www.bethchaim.org

Please check our Temple website’s calendar (www.bethchaim.org) for the latest service times, meeting schedules, events, classes, etc.

JUNE 2020 
 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 
2 

 
3 
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed - Hidden  
in Plain Sight 

 8:00pm 
Reopening Task 
Force  

4  5 
 4:45pm 

Pre-School Moving 
On Ceremony 

 8:00pm 
Shabbat Service: 
Board Installation  

6 
 8:45 am  

Torah Study  

7 
  9:30am 

Exploring God 

8 
 

9 
 7:30pm 

Executive 
Committee   

10 
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed - Hidden  
in Plain Sight  

11 
 

12 
 6:00pm 

Tot Shabbat 
 8:00pm 

Shabbat Service: 
Volunteer Shabbat  

13 
 8:45am 

Torah Study 
 7:30pm 

Family Havdalah 
followed by Jewish 
Game Night  

14 
  9:30am 

Exploring God  

15 
 10:00 am 

TASK  

16 
 7:30pm 

Finance Committee   

17 
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed - Hidden  
in Plain Sight 

 7:00pm 
Sisterhood Board 
Meeting  

18 
 1:30pm 

Jewish Artists  
in Paris  

19 
 8:00 pm 

Shabbat Service: 
Men's Club Shabbat 

20 
 8:45 am 

Torah Study 
 10:30am 

Zoom B'nei 
Mitzvah:  
Zachary Conklin 

21  22 
 

23 
 7:30pm 

Board Meeting 
 8:00pm 

Executive 
Committee   

24 
 

25 
 12:30pm 

Summer Reading 
Series - The 
Floating Feldmans  

26 
 8:00 pm 

Shabbat Service:  
Farewell to  
Rabbi Beal 

27 
 8:45 am 

Torah Study 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
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Please check our Temple website’s calendar (www.bethchaim.org) for the latest service times, meeting schedules, events, classes, etc.

JULY 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 12:00pm 
Adult Ed - 
Unorthodox 

2 
  

3 
 7:30pm 

Rock Shabbat 
Service  

4 
 8:45am 

Torah Study 
 10:30am 

B’nei Mitzvah:  
Sarah Pennock 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed - 
Unorthodox  

9 
 

10 
 7:30pm 

Summer Shabbat 
Service  

11 
 8:45am 

Torah Study 
 9:30am 

Tot Shabbat 
 10:30am 

B'nei Mitzvah:  
Evan Knepper 

 7:30pm 
Family Havdalah 
and Movie Night 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 7:30pm 

Executive 
Committee  

15 
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed - 
Unorthodox  

16 
 

17 
 7:30pm 

Shabbat in  
the Round  

18 
 8:45am 

Torah Study  

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 12:30pm 

Summer Reading 
Series - The Color 
of Love 

24 
 7:30pm 

Shabbat  
Under  
the Stars  

25 
 8:45am 

Torah Study  

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 7:30pm 

Board Meeting 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 6:45 pm 

Shabbat  
Wine &  
Cheese  
Pre-Neg 
7:30pm 
Shabbat Service  
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Please check our Temple website’s calendar (www.bethchaim.org) for the latest service times, meeting schedules, events, classes, etc.

AUGUST 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

 8:45am  
Torah Study  

2   
 

3 
 

4 
 

5  
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed -  
Why We Fast  

6 
 

7 
 7:30pm 

Rock Shabbat 
Service  

8 
 8:45am 

Torah Study  

9   
 

10 
 

11 
 7:30pm 

Executive 
Committee  

12  
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed -  
Why We Fast  

13 
  

14 
 7:30pm 

Shabbat  
Under  
the Stars  

15 
 8:45am  

Torah Study 
 9:30am 

Tot Shabbat 
 10:30am 

B'nei Mitzvah: 
Madeline 
Makarowitz 

 7:30pm 
Family Havdalah 
and Campfire 
Stories  

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19  
 12:00pm 

Adult Ed -  
Why We Fast  

20 
 

21 
 7:30pm 

Shabbat Service  

22 
 8:45am 

Torah Study 
 10:30am 

B'nei Mitzvah:  
Nathan Nydick  

23  
 

24 
 

25 
 7:30pm 

Board Meeting  

26  
 

27 
 12:30pm 

Summer Reading 
Series – Inheritance 

28 
 7:30pm 

Shabbat Service  
and Ice Cream  
Oneg 

29 
 8:45am 

Torah Study 
 9:00am 

B'nei Mitzvah:  
Sami Feldman 
  

30 
 

31 
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Tzom Tammuz

Shiva Assar B'Tammuz (the 17th of the Hebrew month of Tammuz) commemorates the breach of 
Jerusalem's walls by the Romans in 70 CE; the Second Temple was destroyed three weeks later, on the 
ninth of Av (Tisha B’Av—see below). This is a minor fast day (tzom meaning “fast”). For those who choose 
to fast, the fast begins at sunrise and ends at sunset. Many liberal Jews do not fast on the three minor 
fast days connected to the Temple: Shiva Asar B'Tammuz, Asara B'Tevet, and Tzom Gedaliah. Rabbi David 
Golinkin has concluded that these three fast days should be considered optional, in recognition of the 
redemptive possibilities of the rebirth of the State of Israel. We should, however, fast on Tisha B'Av, in 
order to acknowledge that we are still far from peace. This day begins the three-week mourning period 
ending in Tisha B'Av. The traditional practice is to avoid live music and public celebrations during these 
three weeks. This year Tzom Tammuz falls on July 9.

Tisha B’Av

Tisha B'Av commemorates many calamities that befell the Jewish people on 
this day, but it focuses on the destruction of the First and Second Temples. 
Reform Jews hold varying perspectives on this day, as many do not hope for 
the rebuilding of the Temple: some look upon the destruction of the Temples 
and the Jews' expulsion from Israel as an opportunity to realize our mission 
to disseminate knowledge of God throughout the world; these people do not  
necessarily relate to Tisha B'Av as a day of mourning. Others believe that,  
regardless of one's perspective on the destruction of the Temples and Diaspora, Tisha B'Av has  
resonance for us as a day to commemorate moments of sadness and tragedy for the Jewish people.  
The traditional prohibitions of Tisha B'Av are:

•	 Eating	and	drinking
•	 Sexual	relations
•	 Bathing
•	 Using	oils	or	lotions
•	 Wearing	leather	shoes
•	 Greeting	one	another

However, it is a tradition to study Jewish texts in the mood of the day, such as Job and Lamentations. This 
year Tisha B’Av falls on July 30. For those who choose to fast, the fast begins at sunset the night before 
and ends the following sunsets.

Tu B’Av

Tu B’Av is a post-Biblical holiday, though its exact origins are unknown. It served 
as a matchmaking day in Second Temple times and is described in the Talmud 
as one of the year's happiest days: young Jewish women would dress in white 
and dance in the vineyards, and young bachelors would follow them in search 
of a bride. The holiday was revived in the modern state of Israel and is now 
celebrated as a day of love (akin to contemporary Valentine’s Day). This year Tu 
B’Av falls on August 5.

Rosh Chodesh Elul

Elul is the final month of the Jewish year, so it has come to be a time to prepare for the High Holy Days. 
Traditions for the month of Elul include doing a spiritual accounting of our actions over the past year, giv-
ing tzedakah (charity), reading extra Psalms (especially #27), and hearing the blast of the shofar every 
day. Rosh Chodesh is the first day of the month (literally “head of the month”), which takes place for this 
Elul on August 20.
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2020

Let your house be a house of meeting for the sages. 
Pirke Avot 1:4

Join us every Saturday morning at 8:45am 
for Shabbat Torah study. Engage in a  
lively discussion of the weekly portion.  
No knowledge of Hebrew necessary;  
new members are always welcome.

NEW THIS SUMMER

Family Torah Talk…emailed to all  
Religious School families every Friday 
morning in June, July and August. This 
sheet will contain discussion questions 
about the weekly portion as well as  
ideas for family activities.
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Adult Classes 2020

Hidden In Plain Sight 
Cantor Stuart Binder
Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17
Noon – 1:00pm
Is it possible that the texts our scholars poured over for 
thousands of years can still have secrets to reveal?  
Believe it or not, recent scholarship has cast some new  
light on some of our favorite and most familiar bible stories. 
Come and learn something new - from something old!

Unorthodox – A Discussion of the Netflix Series
Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE
Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15
Noon – 1:00pm
Join us for a discussion of the issues raised by the Netflix 
series, Unorthodox (loosely based on the book of the same 
name by Deborah Feldman). We will focus on scenes from 
the series as we discuss the complicated issues of identity 
and belonging and the journey to find ourselves.

Mishnah Taanit: Why We Fast
Rabbi Adena Blum
Wednesdays, August 5, 12, 19
Noon – 1:00pm
Fasting has always been a feature of Western religion.  
Join Rabbi Adena Blum for an exploration of early Jewish  
traditions around this spiritual practice in response to the 
harsh realities of the ancient world. Why our ancestors  
fasted may instruct how we respond to that which is out  
of our control.
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Beth Chaim Summer Reading Series 2020 

 

June 25, 2020 
 

Sink or swim. Or at least that’s 
what Annette Feldman tells 
herself when she books a cruise 
for her entire family. It’s been 
over a decade since the Feldman 
clan has spent more than twenty-
four hours under the same roof, 
but Annette is determined to 
celebrate her seventieth birthday 
the right way. Just this once, they 
are going to behave like an 
actual family.  
 
Too bad her kids didn’t get the 
memo.  
 

 

July 23, 2020 
 

In 1970, three-day-old Marra B. 
Gad was adopted by a white 
Jewish family in Chicago. For her 
parents, it was love at first 
sight—but they quickly realized 
the world wasn’t ready for a 
family like theirs. Even in her own 
extended family, racism bubbled 
to the surface. The Color of Love 
explores the idea of yerusha, 
which means "inheritance" in 
Yiddish. At turns heart-wrenching 
and heartwarming, this is a story 
about what you inherit from your 
family. 

 
 

 

August 27, 2020 
 

What makes us who we are? 
What combination of memory, 
history, biology, experience, and 
that ineffable thing called the soul 
defines us? Inheritance is a book 
about secrets–secrets within 
families, kept out of shame or 
self-protectiveness; secrets we 
keep from one another in the 
name of love. It is a book about 
the extraordinary moment we live 
in–a moment in which science 
and technology have outpaced 
not only medical ethics but also 
the capacities of the human heart  
to contend with the consequences 
of what we discover. 

All programs begin at 12:30pm;  
please check the Beth Chaim website, www.bethchaim.org for links or locations.  
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   Summer Services at Congregation Beth Chaim begin at 7:30pm.

July 3 Rock Shabbat
 Begin with summer with a Rock Shabbat service as we offer special 

blessings for our country on Erev Independence Day.

July 10 Summer Shabbat Service
 Summer has officially begun! 

July 17 Shabbat in the Round

July 24 Shabbat Under the Stars 
 Bring your device outside, log in and enjoy worshipping in the natural world.

July 31 Shabbat Service with Wine and Cheese Pre-Neg at 6:45pm
 Join us at 6:45pm for wine and cheese – or whatever you choose to bring 

with you – before the service. Log-in early and spend time in community 
before we welcome Shabbat.

August 7 Rock Shabbat 
 Bring those you love to welcome Shabbat with you as we celebrate Tu B’Av, 

the Israeli Valentine’s Day. 

August 14 Shabbat Under the Stars 
 Bring your device outside, log in and enjoy worshipping in the natural world.

August 21 Shabbat
 This Shabbat begins the month of Elul. It is traditional to blow the shofar 

each day during Elul to help us begin our preparation for the High Holy 
Days.

Aug 28 Shabbat
 Celebrate the end of summer with an ice cream oneg following the service.
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Jewish Artists in Paris
A virtual tour with Adria Sherman

Thursday, June 18, 2020
1:30pm
Join museum docent Adria Sherman for a virtual  
walk-through of this specially curated exhibit. See the 
paintings and meet the artists through the magic of  
technology and from the comfort of your own home! 

Please see the Beth Chaim website for zoom link.

Thank you to Those Who Have Given
 
To the families below, Thank You! To those who will go to BethChaim.org/giving, the 
Congregation is grateful. Please know that you, too, are contributing to help make us stronger 
in the future.

Jody and Ed Adler
Elizabeth Dickerman and Richard Arons 

Leah and Scott Babitz
Paula and Robert Bacall

Eileen and Mark Balaban
Susan and Michael Bauer
Meryl and Leonard Baum

Naomi Adler and Rabbi Brian Beal
Cheri Kurer and Dan Berg

Marion Berman 
Susan and Edward Bershad

Mira and Eric Berzofsky
Jennifer Chevlin and Cantor Stuart Binder

Susan and Steve Bizenov
Camille Bloomberg

Rabbi Adena and Sean Blum
Ann Brandt

Leslie Brodsky
Sheryl Streger Brown and Kenneth Brown

Carol and Mark Brugger
Carol Bucca 

Ellen and Marshall Calman
Diane and Alan Carlton

Ilene and Lewis Cashman
Helen and Leonard Ciangiulli

Patricia Clarfield
Patricia Coplin

Natalie and Harvey Derman
Lori and Seth Derman

Arlene & Stanley Dorfman
Joan and Dick Druckman
Holly and Richard Eland

Marsha Fais and Lester Goldblatt

Janet and Alan Farber
Holly and Neal Feder

Lauren Ross-Feldman and Jake Feldman
Leslie and J. Gary Fox

Leona Brenner-Gati and George Gati
Paula Schlinger and James Gerhardt

Barbara and Ted Glasser
Susan Gleeksman

Cecelia and Norman Goldschmidt
Eileen and Len Greenberg

Lois and Beni Hayon
Sharon Hoffman-Manning

Terri and Larry Horowitz
Karen and Leonard Hyman

Betsy and Darma Ie
Lisa and Lawrence Jasper
Michele and Harvey Kaish

Julie Martin-Kolb and Jonathan Kolb
Jill Kross

Susan and Eric Kutell
Lori and Mitchell Langsner

Frances E. Mascia-Lees and Frank Lees
Karen Brodsky and Donald Leibowitz

Mindy and Rich Lipman
Donna and Jeffrey Litwin

Nancy and Arthur Mackler
Andrea and Richard Mandel
Marcey and Jeffrey Mandell
Cynthia and Josh Millinger
Shelly and Chris Mittendorf

Lorenzo Moreno
Lauren and Rony Nazarian

Vivian and William Newmark

Jean and Brad Nitzberg
Jaimie Grazi and Max Orland

Elissa Pearlman 
Kim Wishnow-Per and Steve Per

Michele and Kenneth Pogrob
Jeffrey Pretsfelder

Patricia and Peter Reich
Myrna and Richard Robbins

Beverly Roberts
Mindy and Scott Rubin

Esther Bernstein-Schatz and Carl Schatz
Ellen and Michael Schwartz
Susan and Scott Schwartz
Michelle and Marc Shapiro
Mindy and Michael Shedler

Donna and Phil Sher
Adria Sherman

Ellen and Arnold Sherman
Nancy and Gerald Siegel
Paula and Charles Small

Robin and Gabriel Smolarz
Ronnie and Drew Staffenberg

Robin and Daniel Valentine
Wendy and Todd Wachtel

Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE and Josh Waldorf
Anne Gordon and David Watson

Gayle and Barry Weisberg
Pastor Bruce Wood

Rhonda Schaffler-Wydra and John Wydra
Anonymous (3)

                List current as of May 15, 2020
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Building Fund 
In honor of Robyn Wachtel’s Bat Mitzvah 

Barbara Blayne
Caren & Mason Blayne

In memory of James Brown 
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

In memory of Leah Sommers
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

In memory of Richard Pearl 
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

In honor Robyn Wachtel’s Bat Mitzvah 
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

In memory of Marian Sherman
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz 

Camp Harlam Scholarship Fund
In memory of Ruth Bankoff

Nathalie & Marvin Bloom

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Tillie Weisenberg

Cecelia Weisenberg

Caring Committee Fund
Thank you, Drew Staffenberg, for  
your help

Susan Brandner
In memory of Jim Brown

Larry Haber
In memory of Robert Rappaport, father  
of Judi Kroll
Nancy	&	Gerry	Siegel

In memory of Ronnie Staffenberg's  
mother, Cecile Smith

Lori & Seth Derman
In memory of Drew Staffenberg's sister, 
Leah Sommers

Lori & Seth Derman
In memory of Ruth Lubiner

Nathalie & Marvin Bloom

Choir Fund
In memory of Vincent Pucciatti

Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz
Elana Berlinger
Les Nagler
Joan & Richard Druckman

In memory of Caroline Giegold
Les Nagler

In memory of Morris Plust
Elana Berlinger

Debra Greenberg Fund 
In memory of Richard Pearl 
Eileen	&	Len	Greenberg	

In memory of Vincent Pucciatti
Eileen	&	Len	Greenberg

In memory of my husband, Arthur Brodsky
Leslie Brodsky

In memory of my mother, Rose Horowitz 
Plotnick

Leslie Brodsky
In memory of Arlene Driscoll

Amy & Bill Smith and Family 
In memory of Sandra Garb

Amy & Bill Smith and Family

Gilbert Fund
In memory of Leah Sommers
Barbara	Gilbert	

In memory of Richard Pearl 
Barbara	Gilbert	
Barbara Blayne

In memory of Lawrence Gordon 
Barbara	Gilbert	
Andi & Joe Silien

In memory of Robert Alan Gilbert 
Barbara	Gilbert	
Doug	Gilbert	
Jen	Gilbert-Kaufmann,	Rob,	Rachel	and	 
   Alyssa Kaufmann 

In memory of Robert Rosenthal
Les Nagler

Landscaping Fund
In honor of Elana’s 80th birthday
Barbara	Goldberg

Library Fund 
In memory of Richard Pearl 

Evelyn & Irwin Behren 
In memory of Laurie Kurs' brother 

Evelyn & Irwin Behren

Religious School Fund
In honor of Dan Mark's 40th birthday

The Serughetti Family
In honor of Purim 

Victor & Rowena Safronov

Good & Welfare
The Board and Trustees of Congregation Beth Chaim wish to extend their sincerest 
condolences to the families of the following individuals upon their passing:

James Brown, husband of Barbara Brown
Leah Sommers, sister of Drew Staffenberg

Marilyn Garwood, mother of Stephen Garwood
Richard Pearl, husband of Arlene Mulry-Pearl

Alan Gerstell, uncle of Lisa Jasper
Marian Sherman, mother of Jeff Grabell

Walter H. Lieberman, father of Sharon Dauber
Shivia L. Gerhardt, mother of Jim Gerhardt

Henry Eisenberg, grandfather of Marissa Messigner
Lawrence Gordon, brother of Joel Gordon

Phyllis Feigel, grandmother of Andrea Edwards
Vincent Pucciatti, father of Joseph Pucciatti

Anita Hammond, aunt of Don Leibowitz
Ruth Abramson, grandmother of Marshall Kizner

Dawn Thackeray, aunt of Bryan Molter
Robert Rosenthal, father of Marc Rosenthal
Roberta Green, loved one of Adria Sherman

Pearl Weiss, mother of Daniel Weiss
Milton Rubin, father of Miriam Rubin

Mildred Taksler, mother of Stephen Taksler
Betsy Hourihan, mother of Nancy Gartenberg

Miriam "Mimi" Lichter, mother of Glen Newman
Louis Eisenberg, father of Carol Sonatore
Robert Griffiths, father of Robin Resnick

Judith Schurek, aunt of Jennifer Fekete-Donners
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Associate Rabbi Discretionary 
Fund 
In memory of Cecile Smith 

Joan & Barry Cutler
In memory of Richard Pearl 

Joan & Barry Cutler
Maida & Art Rosengarten 

In memory of my wife, Sylvia
Sidney Hollender

To honor the memory of Lorraine Gross
Jeffrey Pretsfelder

In memory of George Sodowick
Joni & Ken Freedman

In memory of Lawrence Gordon 
Maida & Art Rosengarten

In memory of Sallie Dulberg
Carol & Bill Langer

Senior Rabbi Discretionary Fund
In memory of Henry Sperling
Nancy	&	Gerry	Siegel

Special Education Fund
In honor of Alisha and Amir Redlich 
becoming B’nei Mitzvah

Kelli Richman

Sisterhood Stoller Scholarship 
Fund 
In memory of Dawn Thackeray

Cindy & Bill Bright
In memory of James Brown 

Donna & Phil Sher
Cindy & Bill Bright
Mindy & Michael Shedler 

In memory of Leah Sommers
Cindy & Bill Bright

In memory of Henry Eisenberg
Jill	&	Allan	Goldstein

Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Linda & Stan Trott and 
Marty Bizenov on their yahrzeits -  
we miss you every day

Love, The Bizenov Family
In memory of Hannah Kagel,  
Henry Kagel, Benjamin Sutz and  
David Weissman

Barbara & Miles Ettman
In memory of Lawrence Zegas

Mindy & Michael Shedler
In memory of Judith’s aunt, Harriet Duker 
and Richard’s father, Joseph Meyer

Judith & Richard Meyer
In memory of Carolyn Crawford

Norman & Jane Melofsky

Tikkun Olam Fund
Heartfelt thanks to Adria Sherman for 
her kind and generous mask-making 
skills!

Michele Kaish
In memory of Cecile Smith

Paula & Robert Bacall
In memory of Carolyn Crawford

Sharon & Alan Margulies
In memory of Leah Sommers

Linda & Bill Feldstein
Sharon & Stephen Taksler

In memory of Richard Pearl 
Linda & Bill Feldstein

In memory of Henry Eisenberg
Sharon & Stephen Taksler
Toby Adler

In memory of Lawrence Gordon 
Linda & Bill Feldstein

In memory of Ronald Mitnitsky
Nathalie & Marvin Bloom
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donations shown are as of April 30, 2020.  
Due to the building closure, some donations  
may not be reflected on this list.  We apologize  
if your donation is missing, please send an  
email to office@bethchaim.org.

GOOD & WELFARE
You can recognize any occasion, be it joyful or sad, for someone you care about. 

Just make a contribution for as much as you like to the fund of your choice. 

All donations are welcome. Acknowledgement cards and listings in the bulletin  
will accompany donations at the minimum amount or greater.

Or contact Barbara Gilbert at 448-6835 / bobbig6835@gmail.com 

Good & Welfare Reminders!
1. No calls after 9pm, please! No calls during Shabbat, Friday evening and all day Saturday.
2. Good & Welfare is run by volunteers - please be understanding about human errors.
3. Please be sure to have complete information about your donation, including a full address.
4. The cards will be sent upon receipt of check.
5. Multiple donations do not require multiple checks - You may include additional information  

on a separate sheet of paper.

THANK YOU!

Make your donations ON-LINE with a credit card or electronic check...
go to www.bethchaim.org/good-and-welfare.
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Temple Office .............................................................................. 799-9401
Religious School .......................................................................... 799-9401
PreSchool..................................................................................... 799-9401
Fax ................................................................................................ 799-9249
Rabbi Brian Beal ................................................................. 845-304-7318
Rabbi Adena Blum ...............................................................917-828-2270
Cantor Stuart Binder ....................................................................516-3916
Director of Lifelong Education -  
 Anne Berman-Waldorf, RJE ...........................................215-519-1286
Assistant Director of Early Childhood Education 
 Robin Resnick ....................................................................... 799-9401
President: Rhonda Schaffler-Wydra .......................................... 799-5983
Rabbi Eric Wisnia, Emeritus ....................................................... 799-9401
Executive Director - Mira Berzofsky ................................... 267-632-6994
Vice Presidents:
 Community (Kehilla) - Robin Valentine .................................918-1410
 Lifelong Education (Chinuch) - Todd Wachtel ..................... 924-3948
 Financial Affairs (Kesef) - Drew Staffenberg ........................662-4717
Treasurer - Dan Valentine ............................................................918-1410
Board Secretary - Camille Bloomberg ........................................947-4416
Financial Secretary - Larry Jasper ............................................. 443-4466
Past President - Kenneth Pogrob ................................................799-0874
Past President Emeritus - Sharon Hoffman-Manning .............. 799-3637 
Sisterhood President - Mindy Lipman ....................................... 454-3104
Men’s Club President - Norman Goldschmidt .......................... 799-8575

Trustees
Sheryl Streger Brown .................................................................. 915-8449
Lori Derman ................................................................................. 936-9415
Steve Ferst ............................................................................570-751-8678
Marshall Kizner ........................................................................... 223-7083
Mindy Lipman .............................................................................. 454-3104
Helene Molter ...................................................................... 732-329-1402
Vivian Newmark .......................................................................... 619-3494
Scott Rubin .................................................................................. 308-2227
Michael Schwartz ........................................................................ 799-4663

Committees
Blood Drive - Cliff Hochberg ........................................................712-1381
Caring/Kesher: 
 Camille Bloomberg .................................................................947-4416
 Hagit Sten ...............................................................................716-1311
Choir Director - Joe Pucciatti ...................................................... 888-1446
Finance - Dan Valentine ..............................................................918-1410
Gift Shop - Fran Lichtenstein ..................................................... 240-7001
Good & Welfare - Barbara Gilbert .............................................. 448-6835
House Committee - Elana Berlinger .......................................... 426-6158
Leadership Development - Sharon Hoffman-Manning ............. 799-3637
Life & Legacy Committee - Donald S. Leibowitz ....................... 799-7265
Membership Task Force - Neal Feder ........................................ 448-0912
Past Presidents Committee - Donald S. Leibowitz ................... 799-7265
Religious Practices: 
 Dan Berg ................................................................................ 750-0522
Student Outreach - Judi Strober ................................................ 936-8699
Tikkun Olam Committee: 
 Ellin Glassband ......................................................................918-1146

Congregation Beth Chaim

2020-21 TEMPLE DIRECTORY

Congregation Beth Chaim is a proud member  
of the Union for Reform Judaism.

Congregation Beth Chaim
JUDAICA SHOP

The Judaica Shop carries beautiful  
Tallitot in a wide variety of  

styles, colors and prices.

Temple office staff,  
if available, 

may be able to help.

Contact Sisterhood Trustee, Fran Lichtenstein  
at 609.936.9412 or Sisterhood@bethchaim.org  

to make an appointment.

The Sisterhood also sells YARMULKES, 
in all colors and styles, with 

personalized service and at 
competitive prices. 

For information, contact 
Hope Simon at 609.426.1198 

or hopefs@gmail.com.

The Judaica shop is run by volunteers.  
All profits support Beth Chaim

Monarch & Penny
Sweetery

Leah Best-Damron

8002 Tamarron Drive
Plainsboro, NJ 08536

609-535-2580
leah@mandpsweetery.com

Beth Chaim's In-House Baker
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